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Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church
Self Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 
707-7 Hwy 105 ByPass
Boone, NC 28607
Fr. Henry P. Boisvert, Pastor
Tel: Home (828) 355-9629
Cell: (828) 610-1608

E-mail: hpb2836@aol.com
April 2014, Monthly Bulletin
Attendance for the Month of February 2014
1-2 Feb:  Vespers 
4/32
Divine Lit.  14/32
15-16 Feb: Vespers
 7/32 Divine Lit.  15/32
8-9 Feb: Vespers
 6/32
Divine Lit.  16/32
22-23 Feb: Vespers
 6/32 Divine Lit.  18/32 

Month of February
2014 Income $1, 599.00
Expenses $1, 954.31
Please remember in your prayers the following and all who are sick in our Holy Community
Fr. Henry
Matushka Anne  Gregory
Magdelana
 Angela
Aphroditie  
  Anca

Jane   
Lucille         Gina

Sylvia

 Marilyyn 
Luchia   
  Ada

 Jay

Irena
          Donara
Lidia

 Amy

Zoran

  Charlotte David

Sylvia
          Nyssa-Marie
Anni-Lorei
Mathias
John

  Carla
Feliciano

Schedule of Services
Every Wednesday Evening the Service of Compline at 5:30 PM 
Every Saturday Evening, Great Vespers followed by Confession at 5:30 PM 
Sunday morning the Service of Orthros at 9:00 AM
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
Holydays to be announced
Apr. 5:
Great Vespers followed by (The Sacrament of Confession) 

   5:30 PM
Apr. 6:
5th Sunday of Lent: Reader’s Orthros 9:00 AM: 
Divine Liturgy 
  10:00 AM 
Apr. 9: 
6th Wed of Great Lent Liturgy of Pre-sanctified Gifts 


    5:30 PM
Apr. 12:
Great Vespers followed by (The Sacrament of Confession) 

    5:30 PM
Apr. 13: 
Palm Sunday: (Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem) Orthros 9:00 AM Div. Lit. 10:00 AM
April 14:
No Services
April 15
No Services
Apr. 16: 
Holy Wednesday: Sacrament of Anointing Service 


    5:30 PM
Apr. 17:
Holy Thursday: Service for the Twelve Gospel Readings 

    5:30 PM
Apr. 18
Holy and Great Friday: The service of the descent from the Cross
    5:30 PM
Apr. 19:
Holy Pascha: (Paschal services begin Sat. Eve.) 



  11:00 PM 

Apr. 20:
The Agape Vespers: (Covered dish meal at Cynthia & George Fox home)          1:00 PM
Apr. 23:
Wednesday Evening Compline and Akathist Hymn

      
     5:30 PM
Apr. 26:
Great Vespers followed by (The Sacrament of Confession) 

    5:30 PM

Apr. 27: 
1st Sunday of Pascha: Reader Orthros 9:00 AM:
Divine Liturgy
  10:00 AM

Apr. 30: 
Wednesday Evening Compline and Akathist Hymn

      
    5:30 PM
May 3: 
Great Vespers followed by (The Sacrament of Confession)
      
    5:30 PM
May 4:
2nd Sunday of Pascha: Reader Orthros 9:00 AM:
Divine Liturgy
  10:00 AM

Note 1: Please note that all Evening Services are begin at 5:30 PM, this will continue until new changes are needed to take place.

Note 2: The Bulletin continues to be sent via your e-mail addresses as an attachment in MS Word.
Note 3: We continue to accept non-perishable food for the Hunger Coalition, please bring some non-perishable foods to the church and Cynthia Fox will take the food to the Hunger coalition at the end of each month.
Note 4: I will be issuing a Special Bulletin for Holy Week by Palm Sunday; even if no changes need to take place.
Divine Liturgy and the Great Thanksgiving

by Gabe Martini
Some of the most profound words of the Divine Liturgy are rarely heard.

Standing at the south corner of the altar, the deacon quietly utters to the presiding priest: “It is time for the Lord to act.”
This phrase sets the tone for everything in our worship. We are not performing some sort of magical act that assuages the deity in our favor, but are rather joining in with the liturgy of eternity; the liturgy of his own actions in our favor; the liturgy which has, and is, and ever shall be taking place; the liturgy which is the great thanksgiving - the great Eucharist - of God.

The words of the deacon are taken from Psalm 118 (119 in the MT), verse 126: It is time for the Lord to act; they turned away from your law.

While not forgetting the first, we must note the second half of this verse, as well. Despite being unsaid, its implication remains: we have turned away from God’s law. The very reason we are both entering into and celebrating again-and-again this liturgy of the Lord is our own transgression. The failure of Adam, and the subsequent (and repeated) failures of God’s people throughout history has set the stage for not only the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, but also his victory over death itself.

Later in the liturgy, during the Great Anaphora, it is said:

Priest: Let us give thanks unto the Lord.

People: It is proper and right.

For what are we giving thanks - the very meaning of “Eucharist” - when we celebrate the Divine Liturgy?

It is the work of the Lord; the endless love of God, poured out upon the cross in the self-giving sacrifice of Jesus Christ, by which he has trampled down death by death. And all this, “while we were yet sinners” (Rom. 5:8). There is no wrath or justice in the Cross. Instead, there is spellbinding love – a love so amazing that we can barely comprehend it, even as we have “turned away from your law.”
The words of Chrysostom’s Anaphora make our thankfulness plain: You brought us into being out of nothing, and when we fell, You raised us up again. You did not cease doing everything until You led us to heaven and granted us Your kingdom to come. For all these things we thank You and Your only begotten Son and Your Holy Spirit; for all things that we know and do not know, for blessings seen and unseen that have been bestowed upon us.

And then what I believe to be the most climactic - if not penultimate - moment of the Liturgy:

Priest: We also thank You for this liturgy which You are pleased to accept from our hands, even though You are surrounded by thousands of Archangels and tens of thousands of Angels, by the Cherubim and Seraphim, six-winged, many-eyed, soaring with their wings, singing the victory hymn, proclaiming, crying out, and saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth, heaven and earth are filled with Thy glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is Christ, indeed, for it is due to His Advent, Life, Death, and Resurrection that we can even dare to sing this victory hymn.

The joy of Pascha/Easter is the reason we celebrate (again and again) this Divine Liturgy, joining in as we do with the angelic hosts of God’s throne room in eternity. It is because of his advent that we give thanks; it is because of his triumph over death that we can be given true life from his deified body and blood; it is because of his resurrection that we may sing the victory hymn, for heaven and earth are filled with his glory.

If nothing else, the Divine Liturgy shows us what both Gratitude and Thanksgiving are all about.

We are brought into being out of nothing, and when we fall, God raises us up again. The love of God is displayed, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. The Lord has taken action, even though we broke (and continue to break) his law.

By participating in this giving of thanks, we are participating in the life and work of God.

The Preachers Institute November 27, 2013
Five Spiritual Exercises to Achieve Holiness 

By His Eminence Metropolitan Jeremiah 

of Gortynos and Megalopolis

1. All baptized Orthodox Christians, beloved, are one sacred and holy family, called the Church. The Church is ONE and not many. And this ONE Church is the Orthodox Church. The Church is a Sacred Body that has as its head Jesus Christ. And because the head, our Christ, is holy, we Christians, the members of the Church, must strive to become saints.

The means and method to achieve our holiness is given by the Church.
The purpose of the Church, brethren, is not simply to make "good" people, like the students of Plato and Aristotle, but the purpose of the Church is to make people HOLY and GOD-BEARING. The Church is not a good philanthropic institution or a cultural club, but it is a Divine Foundation, that has God living and abiding within it, namely the Holy Trinity, our Lady the Panagia, the angels and all the saints and all baptized Christians. Since as baptized Christians we belong to this Church, we must and we are required to tread the path towards holiness, to struggle to become saints. Today’s sermon will tell you the means available to the Church to achieve our sanctification.

First of all, the Church has Her sacred Mysteries by which She gives us the Grace of God, because without the Grace of God we cannot achieve anything. But the Church also teaches us the divine-human means and the virtues, by which we can conquer our sinful passions and achieve our sanctification. In regards to these virtues and spiritual exercises I will only speak in a few words with you today.
2. Second She gives us the following methods:


a. The First exercise and virtue is faith. To have faith means to surrender wholeheartedly to our beloved Lord Jesus Christ and to be ready to do anything for His love. "Faith" means to completely trust in God. Let us often say our prayer: "May Christ, establish me in my faith and in my love for Thee. Whatever happens in my life, may I never depart from Thee and never deny Thee!"
b. The Second exercise and divine-human virtue is prayer and fasting. These virtues must become a method of life, a way of life for Orthodox Christians. These two means, prayer and fasting, are necessary for our sanctification, given by our Lord Jesus Christ, and this is why I call these virtues "divine-human". Prayer and Fasting, brethren, bring the Grace of God to the soul and they stimulate her and innervate her to be strong so she can fight against the devil (the Evil One).
c.  The Third divine-human Virtue, that we must have by all means, is Love. Love, brethren, should not have limits. Love does not ask who is a good person and who is not, who loves me and who hates me. The good Christian loves everyone: they love friends as well as their enemies they love sinners and criminals, without however loving their sins and crimes. Such love is a gift of God, and this is why we must ask for it from God in our prayers. Let us say in our prayers: "Lord Jesus Christ, God of love, give me Your love, that I may give it to everyone!"
d.  The Fourth Virtue is meekness and humility. Only the meek in heart can soothe the savage and rebellious hearts. Only the humble in heart can humble the proud and arrogant souls. My Christians! In order to become meek and humble in heart we must put in it the only true "Meek and Humble in heart" (Matt. 11:29), that is, our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Christ humbled Himself, in the ultimate humiliation, so that He was crucified for us.

e.  And the Fifth Virtue, the divine-human is the Virtue of Patience, because it was given us by Christ. In other words, to endure evil, to endure the slander and wounding of others, and to not want to repay evil for evil. Let us know, brethren, that the world, the sinful world, cannot suffer the people of God, just like it did not suffer Christ. Martyrdom accompanies the true Christian. But the Christian must endure the martyrdom of the ridicule of the world and not be angry.

3. These virtues and spiritual exercises that I spoke of, were given to us by Saint Paraskevi, by Saint Anthony, by Saint Gregory Palamas, by Saint Gregory V our Patriarch from Dimitsana, and all the saints. We should also apply these, that we may be sanctified. The method of exercising these virtues is only taught correctly within the Church, and this is why only the Church can sanctify someone. Outside of the Church, holiness does not exist.

Source: Translated by John Sanidopoulos March 22, 2014
The Crosses We Bear

By Fr. Michael Gillis

Freedom is one of the crosses we bear. This cross is particularly painful in relation to those whom we love the most. There is no love without freedom. We want the best for those we love. We do not want them to suffer. We do not want to see them suffer. And sometimes, we can no longer bear suffering with them. We want the suffering to stop, yet we see no end. We do not see how the confusion of the tongues - the pride of mankind resulting in our inability to communicate - how this too is part of God's saving love. We do not see how being crucified by those we love saves them.

In my opinion, the greatest tragedy of theology is that it reduces the Cross to a plan, a schema, a balanced and antiseptic explanation of how. The Cross cannot be explained; it can only be suffered, it can only be endured.

Just as Jesus could have called down legions of angels to avoid the cross, so we can set up defenses, legions of explanations, excuses, denials, reasons, theologies, plans, and hopes rooted in delusion, all to avoid the pain of love in freedom, all to keep from having to really let go, to let our hearts be crucified through the freedom we give those we love.

We do not believe the Parable of the Prodigal Son. We do not believe the Parable of the Lost Coin. We do not believe that the suffering of the shepherd in search of the lost sheep will be rewarded. We would rather not suffer so much. It’s easier (and makes much more sense too) to keep our heart close to the ninety-nine. But love doesn't make sense. And so love suffers. And so love is crucified.

The enigma of the Prodigal Son is that the loving Father gave everything to his son so that the son could all but destroy himself by means of it. How is that love?

Ah, there I go again, asking for a how! There is no how. Love just is, and it suffers.

The enigma continues in the son coming to his senses. Suffering makes him remember what he had always known. And when he comes to his senses, the son knows that his Father will receive him again. He knows this because his Father has already given him freedom, real freedom - freedom to go and thus freedom to return. Hidden in the heart of the son is the knowledge of his Father's love, a love demonstrated to him in giving, in suffering, and in freedom, which is the cross.
Homily on Prayer

By Saint Theophan the Recluse
Why is it, you ask, that one can pray for so many years with a prayer book, and still not have prayer in his heart? I think the reason is that people only spend a little time lifting themselves up to God when they complete their prayer rule, and in other times, they do not remember God.

For example, they finish their morning prayers, and think that their relation to God is fulfilled by them; then the whole day passes in work, and such a person does not attend to God. Then in the evening, the thought returns to him that he must quickly stand at prayer and complete his evening rule.

In this case, it happens that even if the Lord grants a person spiritual feelings at the time of the Morning Prayer, the bustle and business of the day drowns them out.

As a result, it happens that one does not often feel like praying, and cannot get control of himself even to soften his heart a little bit. In such an atmosphere, prayer develops and ripens poorly.

This problem (is it not ubiquitous?) needs to be corrected, that is, one must ensure that the soul does not only make petition to God when standing in prayer, but during the whole day, as much as possible, one must unceasingly ascend to Him and remain with Him.

In order to begin this task, one must first, during the course of the day, cry out to God more often, even if only with a few words, according to need and the work of the day. Beginning anything, for example, say ‘Bless, O Lord!’ When you finish something, say, ‘Glory to Thee, O Lord’, and not only with your lips, but with feeling in your heart.

If passions arise, say, ‘Save me, O Lord, I am perishing.’
If the darkness of disturbing thoughts comes up, cry out: ‘Lead my soul out of prison.’
If dishonest deeds present themselves and sin leads you to them, pray, ‘Set me, O Lord, in the way’, or ‘do not give up my feet to stumbling.’
If sin takes hold of you and leads you to despair, cry out with the voice of the publican, ‘God, be merciful unto me, a sinner.’ Do this in every circumstance, or simply say often, ‘Lord, have mercy’, ‘Most Holy Theotokos save us”, ‘Holy Angel, my guardian, protect me’, or other such words.

Say such prayers as often as possible, always making the effort for them comes from your heart, as if squeezed out of it. When we do this, we will frequently ascend to God in our hearts, making frequent petitions and prayers. Such increased frequency will bring about the habit of mental conversation with God.

Delivered 22 November, 1864
Source: The Preachers Institute
March 27, 2014 by Fr. John A. Peck 
Luke 10:27 (NKJV)

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” 

Psalm 132:1 (133 KJV)
"Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity" 
“Fear can keep us up all night long, but faith makes one fine pillow” Author unknown
English:

Christ is Risen!

Indeed He Risen!

Greek:

Christo Anesti

Alisthos Anesti

Serbian:

Hristos Vaskrese!

Vastinu Vaskrese!


Slavonic:

Khristos Voskrese!

Vostinu Voskrese!

Romanian:

Hristos a Inviat!

Adeverat a Inviat!

Arabic:

Al Masseh Qam!

Haqqam Qam!

French:

Le Christ, est Ressuscité!

En Verite, Il est Ressuscité!

Your Servant 

In IC XC
Fr, Henry 
7

