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Holy Week
12 - 13 April 2014 
Please remember in your prayers the following and all who are sick in our Community
Fr. Henry
Matushka Anne 
Gregory
Magdelana
Angela

Aphroditie  
 Anca

Dan

Jane   


Lucille

Gina

Sylvia

Marylyn 
Luchia
Ada

Jay


Irena

Donara

Eddie

Charlotte
Kent
Sylvia

Lamarie

John

Mathias
Carla

Feliciano
April 12: 
Great Vespers







        5:30 PM

April 13:
The Sunday of Palms; Orthros (Matins)
09:00AM  Divine Liturgy
      10:00 AM

April 14:
No Services
April 15:
No Services
April 16:
Holy Wednesday (The Service and Sacrament of Holy Unction)
April 17:
Great and Holy Thursday (the Service of the Twelve Gospel Readings)
          5:30 PM

April 18:
Great and Holy Friday (The Service of the Descent of our Lord from the Cross)     5:30 PM

April 19:
Holy Saturday
(The Services and procession of Pascha)

         11:00 PM

April 20:
Holy Pascha (The Agape Vespers) followed by a covered dish meal at the Fox’s Home.   1:00 PM

April 21:
Bright Wednesday (Compline and Akathist Hymn)


          5:30 PM

April 26:
Great Vespers







          5:30 PM

April 27:
1st Sunday of Pascha (The Sunday of Saint Thomas) Orthros 9:00 AM Div. Lit. 10:00 AM
Divine Liturgy Variables for Palm Sunday

Entrance of Our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem
Refrains Of The First Antiphon
I am filled with joy, for the Lord will hear the voice of my supplication. The anguish of death encompassed me, the perils of hell beset me.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

I found tribulation and anguish, and I called upon the Name of the Lord. I will walk acceptably before the Lord in the land of the living. (Refrain)
Glory… Both now… (Refrain)
Refrains Of The Second Antiphon
I believed, and therefore have I spoken: but I was deeply humiliated. What shall I render unto the Lord, for all His benefits unto me?
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who didst sit upon the foal of a donkey; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

I will take the cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord. (Refrain)

I will pay my vows unto the Lord in the presence of all His people. (Refrain)
Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God…
Refrains Of The Third Antiphon
O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Israel now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let all that fear the Lord now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever
Apolytikion Of Lazarus Saturday In Tone One
O Christ God, when Thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before Thy Passion, Thou didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we, like children, carry the insignia of triumph and victory, and cry to Thee, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord.
The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) Of Palm Sunday
Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord: the Lord is God and hath appeared unto us. Save us, O Son of God, Who didst sit upon the foal of a donkey; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
· After the Little Entrance (Eisodos), sing these Apolytikia in the following order.
Apolytikion Of Lazarus Saturday In Tone One
O Christ God, when Thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before Thy Passion, Thou didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we, like children, carry the insignia of triumph and victory, and cry to Thee, O Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord.
Apolytikion Of Palm Sunday In Tone Four
O Christ God, when we were buried with Thee in Baptism, we became deserving of Thy Resurrection to immortal life. Wherefore, we praise Thee, crying: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.
· Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.
Kontakion Of Palm Sunday In Tone Six
Upborne upon the heavenly throne, and seated upon the earthly foal, O Christ our God, receive the praises of angels and the hymns of men, exclaiming before Thee: Blessed is He that cometh to restore Adam.
The Epistle
Priest: Wisdom!

Let us attend!

Peace, be unto all!

Choir: And with thy spirit.

Priest: Wisdom

Reader: Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord. O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever.
Priest: Wisdom!

Reader: The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians. (4:4-9)
Priest: Let us attend!

Reader: Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, these do; and the God of peace will be with you.
Priest: Peace, be unto you the reader.

Reader: And with thy spirit.

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (12:1-18)
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus who had died was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with Him. Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of His Disciples (he who was to betray Jesus), said, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” This he said, not because he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the moneybox he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, “Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of My burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have Me.” When the great crowd of the Jews learned that He was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His Disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of Him and had been done to Him. The crowd that had been with Jesus when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet Jesus was that they heard He had done this sign.
Megalynarion For Palm Sunday In Tone Four
God the Lord hath appeared unto us; let us celebrate the Feast, and let us rejoice and magnify Christ. With palms and branches let us raise our voices unto Him with praise, saying, Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord, our Savior.
Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) For Palm Sunday In Tone Eight
Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord. Alleluia.
Post-Communion Hymn: Instead of “We have seen the true light”, sing the Apolytikion of Lazarus Saturday.

During the customary procession around the exterior of the church, which follows “Blessed be the Name of the Lord”, the choir sings the Apolytikia of Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday, “Rejoice, O Bethany” and the Trisagion Hymn.
The Great Dismissal
Priest: May He Who accepted to make the foal of a donkey His throne for our salvation, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saints N., patrons and protectors of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.

Choir: Amen.
The Mystery of Holy Week
By Fr. Stephen Freeman
As the Great Week approaches…
For if the dead do not rise and then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. (1Co 15:16-19 NKJ)
Earlier this spring, two Jehovah’s Witnesses came to my door. They were pleasant as always and as always had literature to offer. A sweet lady extended a brochure to me with the words, “This year we are having a world-wide day in honor of Jesus’ death.” I was taken aback. My mind immediately raced to the notion of a memorial service for our poor friend Jesus who died so long ago and so tragically. The rest of the conversation will not be repeated here. But the thought is germane. Why do Orthodox Christians keep Holy Week? Are we engaging in services to “honor” Christ’s death and resurrection? Is Holy Week an annual memorial? Or is there something deeper involved?

The answer can be found by thinking of the mystery of Holy Baptism, for in many respects, Holy Week and Pascha are the great feast of Christian Baptism.
Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection (Rom 6:3-5 NKJ).

We are not baptized into the “memory” of Christ’s death. Baptism is not a mere “act of obedience,” an “ordinance,” as some call it. Such a notion is the weakest possible reading of St. Paul, one of the worst examples of the psychologization of the Christian mystery.

For St. Paul, and the Christian faith, we are truly and mystically united with Christ’s death in our Baptism as we are equally united with His resurrection: this nothing less than our salvation. This mystical union is not magic – its effectual working in us requires our cooperation. The choices we make, the prayers we offer, our engagement with sin and the powers of evil, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, works in us the increasing image of Christ, “from glory to glory.”
The liturgical work of Holy Week (and I emphasize work!) is an extended practice of the Baptismal union. In Baptism we are crucified with Christ. In Holy Week, the drama of that crucifixion and the events that lead up to it are engaged in the labor of worship, anamnesis - effective remembrance. We see ourselves in the person of Christ as He enters Jerusalem and in the persons of the people who welcome Him. We also see within ourselves those who judge Him, plot to kill Him and casually betray Him (for this is the inner war that rages within). We not only see these things so that we can meditate on them - they become true within us, in the same manner as the truth of our Baptism. With Christ we truly die and lie in the tomb. In many congregations, people keep watch before the tomb of Christ, praying the Psalms, even as we do over the bodies of the faithful who die. With growing joy and anticipation we mark Christ’s descent into Hades and His trampling down death by death. And with shout of festal joy we greet His resurrection, for it is our resurrection as well. The life to come becomes the life we live.

The words of the services are always expressed in this mystical realism. We do not sing about the past.
Today Judas watches to betray the Lord, the Savior of the world before the ages, who satisfied multitudes from five loaves. Today the transgressor denies the Teacher; though a disciple he betrayed the Master; for silver he sold the One who satisfied humankind with manna.
Today the Jews nailed to the Cross the Lord who parted the sea with a staff and led them through the desert. Today with a lance they pierced the side of the One who scourged Egypt with plagues for their sake, and they gave vinegar as drink to the One who rained down the manna as nourishment.
And in perhaps one of the most exquisite hymns of the week:
Today he who hung the earth upon the waters is hung upon a Tree; He who is King of the Angels is arrayed in a crown of thorns. He who wraps the heaven in clouds is wrapped in mocking purple. He who freed Adam in the Jordan receives a blow on the face. The Bridegroom of the Church is transfixed with nails. The Son of the Virgin is pierced by a lance. We worship your Sufferings, O Christ. Show us also your glorious Resurrection.
From the antiphons of the Matins of Holy Friday
Everything is “today.” We do not sing at Pascha, “Christ has risen from the dead.” For Christ is risen from the dead. That day, the day of days, is the last day, the eternal day, the day in which all time is ended (just as death is destroyed). The Church enters that “Eighth Day,” and in it forgives all by the resurrection. In the resurrection, debts and grievances become absurd. Pascha swallows up all that is not good and holy.

Learning to live in the eternal day is the life of mystical union with Christ. It is the meaning of St. Paul’s confession that he “is crucified with Christ.” Holy Week is not an exercise in sentimentality, a memorial service for things that are past. It is the joyful celebration and mystical participation in that which alone is real, and by its presence grants reality to everything that participates in it.

St. John offers this: If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have participation in one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. (1Jo 1:7 NKJ)

May God grant us to to walk together in love and in union with Christ as we mark our way to Golgotha, the Tomb and Paradise! Glory to God for all things!
Source: Glory to God for all Things
Struggle in This World
by Fr. Patrick Henry Reardon
According to the Evangelist Luke, Jesus’ final invocation to the Father included a line from this psalm: ‘Abba, beyadka ‘aphqid rhuchi‘ “Father, into Thy hands I entrust my spirit!”
In his first recorded words the Savior, in anticipation of his redemptive work, declared, “I must be about the things of my Father” (Luke 2:49).
Now, in the final prayer before his death, he lays all those “things of my Father” back into the Father’s hands.

Christians do a bold thing in praying this psalm, for they assume to themselves the very voice of the beloved Son. This prayer is made in persona Filii. Jesus directs it to the Father - Abba! - in response to His declaration, “You are My beloved Son, in you I am well pleased!”
To pray this psalm is to identify ourselves with that beloved Son, letting him pray through us. In this prayer we express our participation, by divine grace, in his relationship to the Father.

No one, after all, knows the Father except the Son and the one “to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Matt. 11:27).
Our only access to God is through Christ and the mediation of his atoning blood. Our incorporation into Christ is the foundation of all our prayer. Only in Christ do we call God our Father. The only prayer that passes beyond the veil, to His very throne, is prayer saturated with the redeeming blood of Christ. This is the prayer that cries out more eloquently than the blood of Abel.

In this psalm, then, the voice of Christ becomes our own voice, celebrating the righteousness with which He has redeemed us: “In Thee, O Lord, I put my trust, let me not be put to shame for ever. Deliver me in Thy righteousness (betsidqateka)... Thou hast redeemed me, Lord God of truth... But I trust in the Lord. I will exult and rejoice in Thy mercy. ...But as for me, I trust in Thee, O Lord; I say, ‘Thou art my God’ (‘Elohai ‘Attah)... Oh, how great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast preserved for those who fear Thee, which Thou hast prepared for those who trust in Thee.”
The “righteousness” (tsedeq) of God is our salvation in Christ, “whom God set forth as a propitiation by his blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness” (Rom. 3:25).
Likewise, this trust in God is the source of our sanctification, according to the words of the standard Orthodox prayer: “O God ...who sanctify those who put their trust in You.”
This committing of their souls to God in loving trust is not just one of the things Christians do; it is, rather, the essential feature of the life in Christ: “Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator” (1 Peter 4:19).
This is what Jesus accomplished on the Cross.

In this psalm we enter into the sentiments and thoughts of Jesus in his sufferings, ending in the prayer by which he entrusted his life, death, and destiny to the Father. We feel the Passion “from the inside.” In this psalm is recorded the plot, described in the Gospels, to take his life (cf. Mark 3:6; 14:1): “Pull me out of the net that they have secretly laid for me. ...Fear is on every side; while they take counsel together against me, they scheme to take away my life.”
Here, too, are the false witnesses rising against him (cf. Mark 14:55-59): “Let the lying lips be put to silence, which speak insolent things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous.”
Here, as well, we hear of the flight of his friends and the mockery of his enemies (cf. Mark 14:50; 15:29-32): “I am a reproach among all my enemies, but especially among my neighbors, and I am repulsive to those who know me; those who see me outside flee from me. I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind.”
The reason the voice of Christ in his Passion must become our own voice is that his Passion itself provides the pattern for our own lives. He was very clear on the point: “But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues” (Matthew 10:17
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).
And, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake (24:9).”
Throughout this psalm, therefore, there is an ongoing changing of verbal tenses between past and future. Even as we taste the coming enjoyment of God’s eternal presence, hope’s struggle in this world continues: “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope.”
Source: The Preachers Institute April 2, 2014 by Fr. John A. Peck 
Luke 10:27 (NKJV)
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” 
Psalm 132:1 (133 KJV)
"Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity" 
“Fear can keep us up all night long, but faith makes one fine pillow” Author unknown

English:
Christ is Risen!

Indeed He Risen!
Greek:
Christo Anesti

Alisthos Anesti
Serbian:
Hristos Vaskrese!

Vastinu Vaskrese!

Slavonic:
Khristos Voskrese!

Vostinu Voskrese!
Romanian:
Hristos a Inviat!

Adeverat a Inviat!
Arabic:
Al Masseh Qam!

Haqqam Qam!

French:
Le Christ, est Ressuscité!

En Verite, Il est Ressuscité!

Thought for the Day
“Like the apple of Thine eye preserve me, O Lord God; defend me and beneath Thy wings shelter me from temptations." - Saint Ephraim the Syrian
“Doxology is prayer without self-interest”. Elder Porphyrios
Christ is Risen!

Indeed He Risen!
Your Servant 
In IC XC

Fr, Henry 
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